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~~ ALTRANS NEEDS to

embrace the future and

¢ stop fighting efforts to

N mﬁoﬁ bicycle and pedestrian

access to the Richmond-San
Rafael Bridge.
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There is ﬁ 1k cwmm.m.Em a
third lane on the bridge in
each direction to handle
increasing traffic. Bike ad-
vocates and their allies have
proposed a movable barrier
on the upper deck that would
create an 8-foot-wide lane for
pedestrians and cyclists dur-
ing nonpeak commute hours.
The cost is estimated at more
than $50 million.
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more ways to make it easier

to travel via bicycle. Develop-
ing comprehensive networks

of bike trails and lanes are of

limited use if g&mmmgmumom
. limits. The good news is that
. bike and pedestrian access

‘or such access, is ammn._

space for &iwmwm.mbm their

. bikes on buses crossing the

bridge. Bike commuters say
buses often are full or don’t
stop for waiting bike riders.
The 4.5-mile bridge also has
been part of the San Francis-

~ co Bay Trail project for years.

Adding a third lane solely
for cars and trucks flies in

 the face of climate change

<<m urge Caltrans to come
up with a way to allow bi-
cyclists and pedestrians to
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feel the same way.
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Bike commuters need access
. ‘Ooﬁmumeﬁmﬂoa to Supervisor
Charles McGlashan and the Bay
Conservation and Development
Commission for their vote to sup-
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my East Bay colleagues commute
by bicycle to work daily Q.mE or
shine). I, on the other hanc ug-

_ gle to get across this missing link

that is the Richmond-San Rafael
Bridge. At the San Quentin bus
stop, more than once I had my bi-

bus because the exterior bike racks
were already full and the wheel-
chair securement area either had
additional bicycles or a wheelchair
passenger. Other times, the Golden
Gate Transit bus operators had no
knowledge of the district policy
that allows cycles on board. This
means that I am very late for work.

Those of us who commute on

_this route would use it more often

if it worked better. We would wel-
come an access lane to get across
the span. I'm sure there are “green

‘thinking” alternative transit com-

muters living in the East Bay s&c
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cycle (and me) refused access to the



